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from Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, reporting that a considerable force was marching to attack Krabbendam. I begged of Captain Anderson to go on to the outposts; I turned to Krabbendam. At this time a piece of cannon and some musketry began on the right, where the Guards were posted. Only a few shots were being fired from Krabbendam. I rode as far as Zype Sluys, and sent orders to all the regiments to move forward to their alarm posts. It was yet scarcely daylight. I found that Colonel Smith had gone to Krabbendam. A smart fire began at this moment at the picquets to which I had sent Captain Anderson. The confidence which I had in the strength of Krabbendam and in the good conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, who with, the 2oth Regiment was charged with the immediate defence of that post, made me less anxious about it: as yet it was not attacked. I was more anxious about that part of the dyke which was in rear of Haring's-Karspel and Ennigerburg, because a good road through those villages ran along it, and the impediments of the country made it extremely difficult for an enemy to advance except by roads. The manner in which the attack was being made on the outposts left me in no doubt as to the further intentions of the enemy. As I galloped towards that quarter which was the alarm post of the Royals and 92nd Regiments I was confirmed in my opinion that an attack was intended to be made there, as it was now suflficiently light for me to distinguish large bodies of the enemy inarching towards Haring's-Karspel. By this time the regiments were nearly at their alarm posts. The picquets from the villages were falling back, but Captain Anderson had the presence of mind to get the different bridges on the canals lifted up. This gave them time to retire, and retarded the advance of the enemy. The attack on the Guards was being continued, and another had now commenced on Krabbendam. Orders came to me from the latter post from Sir Ralph for me to detach a regiment to it, and to go there myself. I sent Major Vigeroux to inform Sir Ralph that I should send a regiment if he chose it, but that the enemy were in force behind the villages,